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EU-funded Security Research: Then and now
"EU-funded 

security research 
is a key 

instrument to 
drive technology  
and  knowledge 

in support of 
security 

solutions"

Enhancing 
security 
through 
research 
and 
innovation

Security 
Union 

Strategy

Horizon 
Europe 

Strategic 
Plan

"Research and 
innovation in the field 

of security is 
recognised as key to 
delivering the policy 

priorities of the 
Commission, whether 
by boosting innovative 
technologies, ensuring 

the protection of 
people"



• Move from a reactive to a proactive approach in security, based on foresight, prevention & 
anticipation. 

Pursuing a forward-looking capability-driven approach in security



• Ensure that security R&I maintains the focus on the final use of its 
outcomes in alignment with policy priorities; 

• Contribute to a forward-looking planning of EU security capabilities 
that allows to anticipate solutions to future threats; 

• Ensure the development of innovative security technologies that are 
socially compatible; 

• Pave the way to industrialisation, commercialisation, acquisition and 
deployment of successful R&I outcomes; 

• Safeguard EU autonomy and technological sovereignty in critical 
security areas by contributing to a more competitive and resilient EU 
security industrial base.

Core values of our strategy
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Widening Participation and Strengthening the European Research Area

Reforming and Enhancing the European R&I systemWidening participation and spreading excellence

Pillar 1
Excellent Science

European Research Council

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions

Research Infrastructures

Pillar 3
Innovative Europe

European Innovation Council

European innovation 
ecosystems

European Institute of Innovation 
and Technology

Pillar 2
Global Challenges and European 
Industrial Competitiveness

1. Health
2. Culture, Creativity and Inclusive Society 
3. Civil Security for Society
4. Digital, Industry and Space
5. Climate, Energy and Mobility
6. Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, 

Agriculture and Environment

Joint Research Centre
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HORIZON EUROPE - CLUSTER 3



● A work programme structured in 6 destinations

HE CLUSTER 3: Civil Security for Society

Capability-based approach

End-User oriented

Synergies and market creation

Societal dimension

STRENGTHENED 
SECURITY R&I

CYBERSECURITY

AND

A SECURE 
ONLINE 

ENVIRONMENT



• EBCG Capability 
Roadmap

• National or EU 
Capability need 
assessments for 
LEAs etc

• …
Capability Based 

Approach

• Horizon Cl.3 / H2020 
SC7 / FP7 SEC
• RIA > IA > PCP/PPI

• National R&I Funds 
and Instruments 

• …

Civil Security R&I

• EIC / SME Inst
• Public or private 

capital or grants 
to innovators

• …
Support to supply-
driven innovation 
for civil security

• EU thematic and 
structural funds 
DIGITAL, EMAFF, 
ERDF, RescUE, TSI, 
OLAF, …

• National procurement 
strategies and funding

• Private market 

Integration, testing, 
procurement, 
deployment, 

training…

Capability-Based Uptake for civil security R&I

Support to demand-
driven innovation for 

civil security

• EU Home Affairs 
Funds

• National funding
• …



• "Synergies …will ensure 
that:

• (a) … 

• (b) the Internal 
Security Fund and the 
Integrated Border 
Management Fund 
support the deployment 
of innovative new 
technologies and 
solutions, in particular 
those resulting from 
the Framework 
Programmes …."

Demand Driven Innovation Uptake

Internal Security Fund

• “Synergies will be sought with … the security research part of the Horizon 
Europe programme… . in particular on security of infrastructure and 
public spaces, cybersecurity and the prevention of radicalisation. ….” 

• […]especially projects aiming at testing and validating the outcome of 
Union-funded security research projects

Border Management and Visa Policy Instrument

• “actions developing innovative methods or deploying new technologies with a 
potential for transferability to other Member States, especially projects aiming at 
testing and validating the outcome of Union-funded security research projects

• “Note Annex IV(5): “[…] qualify for a higher EU co-financing rate (up to 90% of the 
total eligible expenditure for a project)!

Horizon Europe

Legal provisions: HE, ISF, BMVI 2021-2027



• Internal Security Fund (ISF)

• Integrated Border Management Fund (IBMF)

• Border Management and Visa Instrument 
(BMVI)

• EUMS except IE + Schengen Associated 
Countries

• Customs Control Equipment Instrument (CCEI)

• Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF)

Home Affairs Funds 2021-2027



• Public or private capital / grants to 
innovators:

• Venture Capital

• Crowdsourcing

• Business Angels

• European Innovation Council

Supply Driven Innovation Uptake



Pathfinder

Transition

Accelerator

• For consortia & 
single researchers
/companies

• TRL 3-6 (Proof of 
concept to validation)

• Grants up to € 2.5 
million

• For consortia
• TRL 1-4 (Early stage 

research on breakthrough 
technologies)

• Grants up to € 3 to 4
million

• For individual companies
• TRL 6-9 (Development & scale 

up)
• Blended finance 

• grants up to € 2.5 million
• equity up to €15 million

European Innovation Council (EIC)



More Information and resources

@EUHomeAffairs

EUHomeAffairs

Horizon Europe Cluster 3 “Civil Security 
for Society”

Annual Security Research Event 

Community for European Research 
and Innovation for Security (CERIS)

National Contact points for EU security 
research

EU Innovation and Security Research 

Frontex on EU research

EU Funding & Tenders Portal
#EUSecurityResearch #SecureSocieties

Eu-LISA on EU research

Enhancing security through R&I 
CSWD(2021)422

EU Innovation Hub for Internal Security

https://twitter.com/EUHomeAffairs
https://www.youtube.com/user/EUHomeAffairs
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/cluster-3-civil-security-society_en
https://security-research-event.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/networks/ceris-community-european-research-and-innovation-security_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/networks/ceris-community-european-research-and-innovation-security_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies/internal-security/innovation-and-security-research_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies/internal-security/innovation-and-security-research_en
https://frontex.europa.eu/innovation/eu-research/introduction/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://www.eulisa.europa.eu/Newsroom/News/Pages/eu-LISA-and-the-Commission-strengthen-collaboration-in-research-innovation.aspx
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/system/files/2021-12/SWD-2021-422_en.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/system/files/2021-12/SWD-2021-422_en.PDF
https://www.europol.europa.eu/operations-services-innovation/innovation-lab/eu-innovation-hub-for-internal-security
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